


Throughout his rich and rewarding life, there 
was no one who met William Guertin and left 
unchanged. He was a vivacious man of honor and 
integrity who used his time and talents to enrich 
the lives of all who were within his reach. Bill 
shared a love with his true companion that most 
only dream of, and together they created a family 
who were his most precious treasure and have 
become his shining legacy. Through his life we are 
reminded that happiness is not found in what we have, 
but that it is in the moments we share with those we love 
that we are richly blessed. Life will never be the same without Bill here, 
but the memories he leaves behind will remain forever near and dear to all 

who were blessed to know him.

A century has passed since our nation dealt with unsafe working conditions, 
a lack of child labor laws, and growing monopolies that contributed to the 
heightening discontent of people all across our great land. There were also 
things to celebrate, however, such as the assembly line in the production of 
the automobile as well as the first parachute jump. It was during this eventful 
time in our nation’s history that a young couple from Bradley, Illinois, was 
eagerly awaiting the birth of their new baby as spring began to unveil its 
beauty. Their wait was over when their healthy baby boy was born above their 
family bakery on April 11, 1913. William Harold was the third of four children 
in his family and was raised alongside his siblings, Edward, Viola, and Gene.

It was during his formative years that Bill developed many of the traits and 
interests that would remain with him throughout his entire life’s journey. He 
established a strong work ethic while working in his father’s 
bakery, which was relocated to Kankakee after the 
Bradley location was destroyed by a fire. In his spare 
time Bill enjoyed fishing with his father on Sundays, 
and he uncovered his artistic talent through drawing 
and painting as well. As a teenager he worked at 
the George D. Ryan Corporation and caddied at the 
Kankakee Country Club. With the death of his father 
at the age of 39 when William was only 16, he began 
working at Ropers in order to help support his family.

New and exciting changes were in store for Bill when 
he spotted the woman with whom he would write 
an eloquent love story that would span 77 
years from across the dance floor. To honor 



her father’s wishes, Bill was not able to begin courting her until she was 17 
years old. A whirlwind romance ensued, and with a desire to spend the rest 
of their lives together he and Frances H. Hess became husband and wife on 
September 7, 1936. Together they welcomed three children into their hearts 
and home: Ronald, David, and Carol.

Throughout much of his life Bill experienced a fulfilling career that was 
deeply rooted in his artistic talents. In his late twenties, he left Ropers to 
combine his artistic talent with his entrepreneurial spirit in the establishment 
of the Guertin Sign Company. His business was humble in its beginnings in 
a small garage behind his house, but as his business flourished he was later 
able to build his own shop, which Bill continued to successfully operate for 
more than 40 years. His artistic talent, quality of workmanship, and strong 
work ethic was recognized by his several loyal customers in the Kankakee 
area. William was more than willing to put in long hours in order to meet the 
demands of his customers in a way that he could be proud of.

As an avid outdoorsman, Bill loved doing so many things in the great 
outdoors. He had a great love for fishing and hunting, both of which 
began when he was a young boy. Bill spent countless hours fishing in 
the Kankakee River and various lakes throughout Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
and Michigan. He was especially proud of the large walleyes that he had 
to show for his various fishing adventures. With his love for hunting Bill 
hunted a variety of game including geese, ducks, pheasant, rabbits, deer, 
and turkey. He even hunted into his early nineties. On one such hunting 
occasion when he was 93, Bill bagged two turkeys with one shot!

Bill’s interests didn’t end with hunting and fishing. After retiring in his 
late sixties he took to gardening, which later led to the development of 

a garden that overtook half of his backyard. Bill loved having homegrown 
vegetables, and he continued to satiate his love for gardening into his mid-
nineties. At the young age of 85, he combined both his love for the outdoors 
and his artistic talents into the hobby of woodcarving. He was completely 
self-taught in his woodworking skills and specialized in carving and painting 
many of the North American duck species, which he proudly gifted to his 

children and grandchildren. These intricate pieces are greatly 
treasured by each and every recipient.

A man is often a hero in the eyes of his own family, but 
in the case of Bill Guertin his heroics were appreciated 
by many more as during his lifetime there were three 

occasions when he saved the lives of strangers. The 
first event occurred when Bill was about 17 

years old and involved a young boy 
who had fallen in the Kankakee River 

after sustaining a gash to his head. 
Bill pulled the boy from the river 
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and carried him a considerable distance to a nearby country club where a 
doctor was available to treat him. The second instance occurred when Bill 
and a friend noticed a young woman drowning in the Kankakee River near 
the boat docks. They were able to jump into the river and pull her safely to 
shore. When William was 75 years old the third rescue unfolded as he was 

fishing in a boat with a close friend on the river. Bill left the boat to get 
bait only to return to find that his friend had fallen 
overboard after suffering a heart attack. Quick on his 
feet, he was able to pull his friend back in the boat, 
saving his life in the process.

An extraordinary man to know and love, William 
Guertin was a genuine blessing. He was a family 
man who treasured his wife and children and was 
thrilled when his family tree continued to blossom with 
more loved ones. Bill was 
continually mindful of others 
and eager to help, making a 

significant impact in the lives 
of many. He will be dearly missed and forever 
remembered by those too numerous to count.

William Harold Guertin, of Kankakee, died on 
December 22, 2013. Bill’s family includes 
his wife of Kankakee; three children, Ronald 
(Barbara) Guertin of Bourbonnais, IL, David 
(MaryAnn) Guertin of Hillsdale, Michigan, and 

Carol (Gerry) Bonick of Elgin, 
IL; 8 grandchildren; 22 great 
grandchildren; and 3 great great 
grandchildren. William was preceded in death by his parents, 
two brothers, Edward Guertin and Gene Guertin, and one 
sister, Viola Ebeling. A time of gathering will be held at the 
Kankakee Schreffler Life Story Funeral Home on Thursday, 
December 26, 2013, from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. At the 
family’s request his Celebration of Life funeral service and 
entombment will be private. To leave a special memory or 
photo, please visit lifestorynet.com and search their name.


